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now in opposite political camps, and right now the question
is debated as to who of the two is to be elected President,
should the Republican party gain the upper hand. On my
part, I can say that, no doubt, Roosevelt is a much abler
man than Taft. It is known that during the Spanish-Amer-
ican War Colonel Roosevelt commanded a military detach-
ment in Porto Rico, although neither Roosevelt nor
Taft are military men. It is said that during his stay in the
capital Taft had an audience with the Emperor, in the
course of which he took up the question of the right of
American citizens of Jewish faith to enter Russia.
As early as April, 1905, Minister of the Interior Bulygin
recommended that together with the introduction of new
passport regulations all the restrictions upon the right of
foreign Jews to enter the Empire should be removed. He
pointed out that these restrictions served no purpose and
merely complicated international relations. With the cre-
ation of the Duma, many of the legislative projects filling
the dossiers of the Imperial Council were returned to the
respective Ministers that they might be laid before the
Duma. Such was also the fate of Bulygin's recommenda-
tion; it was returned to the Ministry of the Interior, and
there it was permanently buried.
I have told elsewhere how President Roosevelt handed
me a letter to His Majesty, asking him to remove the re-
strictions upon the right of American Jews to enter Russia.
Five years passed, and the President's letter remained un-
answered. I do not know whether any further negotiations
took place, but the practice objectionable to the United
States continued. As a result several months ago the Amer-
ican Government lost its patience and denounced its old
commercial treaty with Russia. Our jingoists are naturally
thundering against America. There is no doubt, however,
that we ourselves have driven the United States Govern-
ment to this step.